The county counsel has prepared the following ballot title and summary of the chief
purpose and points of the proposed measure:

Ballot Title and Summary
Initiative to Ban Well Stimulation Treatments and Enhanced Recovery
(such as Fracking and Steam Injection) throughout all Unincorporated Areas
of San Benito County and to Ban All Petroleum Operations
in Residential General Plan Designations in Unincorporated
San Benito County and Make Related Zoning Changes

The proposed initiative would adopt new General Plan policies to prohibit:
(a) the use of any land within the County’s unincorporated area for “HighIntensity Petroleum Operations”, as defined by the initiative to include well
stimulation treatments (such as hydraulic fracturing, also known as fracking,
and acid well stimulation treatments) and enhanced recovery wells (such as
cyclic steam injection), and
(b) the use of land with a residential General Plan land use designation —i.e.,
lands designated Rural, Rural Transitional, Rural Residential, Rural/Urban, and
Sphere of Influence Rural/Urban—within the County’s unincorporated area for
any Petroleum Operations.
“Petroleum Operations” includes all activities in connection with the exploration,
drilling for, and the production of petroleum, gas and other hydrocarbons.
The initiative would establish a one-year amortization period for any existing
High-Intensity Petroleum Operation(s) land use that has obtained a vested right under
state law, as determined by the Planning Commission. The initiative provides a process
by which well owners and operators may seek a determination from the Planning
Commission to allow vested “High-Intensity Petroleum Operations” land uses to continue
by an extension of the amortization period up to a maximum of three years. The
initiative would not apply to any “Low-Intensity Petroleum Operation”, as defined, that
has obtained a vested right under state law by the time the measure becomes effective.
The measure would also add new sections to the Zoning Title (Title 25) and the
Oil and Gas Well Chapter (Chapter 19.21) of the San Benito County Code to implement
the new General Plan policies. Section 25.29.161 would prohibit any development or
construction or use of facilities or equipment for “High Intensity Petroleum Operations.”
Section 25.29.162 would prohibit the development, construction, or use of any facilities
or equipment for Petroleum Operations in Rural and Residential Zoning Districts, e.g.

Rural (R), Rural Transitional (RT), Rural Residential (RR), Single-Family Residential
(R1) and Residential Multiple (RM), except to the extent that “Low-Intensity Petroleum
Operations” had already obtained a vested right.
General Plan policies and County Code provisions adopted through the initiative
could not be amended or repealed except by a vote of County voters. The San Benito
County Board of Supervisors may grant exceptions to application of the Initiative if the
Board finds that the application would constitute a unconstitutional taking of property
and the exception would be such to allow land uses only to the minimum extent
necessary to avoid a unconstitutional taking.
The Initiative provides that the Board of Supervisors shall take all steps reasonably
necessary to enforce the Initiative and defend it against any challenge.
If another measure appears on the same ballot and conflicts with any portion of the
Initiative, then the measure receiving the most votes shall prevail.

